Marine biology in the classroom

Presented by the Huntsman Marine Science Centre, St. Andrews, NB Spring 2018
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It was in 1986 that the first group of Saint John High School

Grade 12 Biology students ventured to the Huntsman Marine
Science Centre. That trip was the beginning of an ongoing =
relationship that has lasted 32 years. Over the years many asp_-

of Huntsman have changed: Anderson House, once a student =
residence has been renovated and a new student residence,
Needler Hall constructed, the aquarium was replaced in 2011 &
there have been renovations to student laboratories. Many alur
would remember the metal bunk beds, which on one occasion ¥
collapsed, the cold basement showers and the subterranean la
as well as late night adventures on the golf course. :

_0 . . . aon éxpeniedce that would b,e the envy of passamaquoddy Bay students would collect plankton and benthic
inland students. o invertebrates as well as salinity and temperature readings. The
~ Bob Perry, retired SJHS teacher collected animals would be used in the lab; a wonderful

introduction to the marine environment.
The Grade 12 Biology field trip often began with running the
Brandy Cove shore transect, in which students would spend thide Huntsman also organized overnight trips to Grand Manan
hours counting intertidal invertebrate species and percentage Island. The highlight was whale watching with Peter Wilcox
seaweed coverage. Students had to be mindful of the tides to from Seal Cove. Hard to imagine that on many of these trips we
prevent being stranded, many times working into the early were completely surrounded by endangered North Atlantic Right
evening and needing flashlights to return to the lab. What stud#vihales, a rare occurrence now. Many of the experiences no longer
did not love the late night work constructing Kite graphs? A exist on Grand Manan. The acts of salting fish and smoking fish
student from 2001 remember s,i nd Non goerrgsaonlilsdnms wsanso ki eehf ot u suenst uar rnee
Writing up labs and drawing graphs, not to mention doing math
at one in the morning whil e QGuértheyearsdrany teachessdvereablB io bel apaytiofchede trigs|
to the Huntsman. | quote from a letter written to the alumni by
Over the years, the relationship expanded to include aoneday et i red SJHS bi ol ogy teacher,
Grade 11 Biology field trip. Working on the boat in been making use of this outstanding local resource (Huntsman)
for decades now and these excursions have given ftands
opportunities to investigate the Bay of Fundy we are so fortunate
to reside beside. While there students gain great insights into this
marine environment, including excellent instructors and get a
handson experience that would be

In the thirty-two years that the biology classes have been working
with the Huntsman over 3200 students have benefitted from this
unique educational partnership.

As the Huntsman looks to celebrate theif"S@hniversary in 2019
I hope that Saint John High School continues its relationship with
this great organization for many years to come.
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About the Huntsman...

The Huntsman Marine Science Centre is afaotprofit facility in St. Andrews,
N.B., dedicated to education, research and applied science. Thousands of
students come to our campus each year, from elementary school to univerg
level. We publish this newsletter specifically for teachers twice a year. If you

have any marine biology questions
cover, contact us at:
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