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3ÅÁ7ÏÒÄÓ ÉÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ Ô×ÉÃÅ Á ÙÅÁÒ 

он ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ /ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝƻƴΥ {Ŝŀ {ǘŀǊǎΣ tƭŀƴƪǘƻƴ ϧ [ŀǘŜ bƛƎƘǘǎ  

Debbie Garland is a retired teacher who taught at Saint John High for 27 
years. She wrote this article for the Saint John High School Alumni  News. 
 
It was in 1986 that the first group of Saint John High School  
Grade 12 Biology students ventured to the Huntsman Marine 
Science Centre. That trip was the beginning of an ongoing 
relationship that has lasted 32 years. Over the years many aspects 
of Huntsman have changed: Anderson House, once a student 
residence has been renovated and a new student residence, 
Needler Hall constructed, the aquarium was replaced in 2011 and 
there have been renovations to student laboratories. Many alumni 
would remember the metal bunk beds, which on one occasion 
collapsed, the cold basement showers and the subterranean labs 
as well as late night adventures on the golf course. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Grade 12 Biology field trip often began with running the 
Brandy Cove shore transect, in which students would spend three 
hours counting intertidal invertebrate species and percentage 
seaweed coverage. Students had to be mindful of the tides to 
prevent being stranded, many times working into the early 
evening and needing flashlights to return to the lab. What student 
did not love the late night work constructing Kite graphs? A 
student from 2001 remembers, òNo organism was left unturned. 
Writing up labs and drawing graphs, not to mention doing math 
at one in the morning while sleep deprived = Biological Blissó. 
 
Over the years, the relationship expanded to include a one day 
Grade 11 Biology field trip. Working on the boat in 

Passamaquoddy Bay students would collect plankton and benthic 
invertebrates as well as salinity and temperature readings. The 
collected animals would be used in the lab; a wonderful 
introduction to the marine environment.    
 
The Huntsman also organized overnight trips to Grand Manan 
Island. The highlight was whale watching with Peter Wilcox 
from Seal Cove. Hard to imagine that on many of these trips we 
were completely surrounded by endangered North Atlantic Right 
Whales, a rare occurrence now. Many of the experiences no longer 
exist on Grand Manan. The acts of salting fish and smoking fish  
in Ingersollõs smokehouses are gone.   
 
Over the years many teachers were able to be a part of these trips 
to the Huntsman. I quote from a letter written to the alumni by 
retired SJHS biology teacher, Bob Perry, òBiology students have 
been making use of this outstanding local resource (Huntsman) 
for decades now and these excursions have given hands-on 
opportunities to investigate the Bay of Fundy we are so fortunate 
to reside beside. While there students gain great insights into this 
marine environment, including excellent instructors and get a 
hands-on experience that would be the envy of inland studentsó.  
 
In the thirty-two years that the biology classes have been working 
with the Huntsman over 3200 students have benefitted from this 
unique educational partnership.  
 
As the Huntsman looks to celebrate their 50th anniversary in 2019 
I hope that Saint John High School continues its relationship with 
this great organization for many years to come. 

ò...a hands-on experience that would be the envy of 
inland students.ó 
~ Bob Perry, retired SJHS teacher 



LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ aŀǊƛƴŜ .ƛƻƭƻƎȅ  
  

! ÈÁÎÄÓ-ÏÎ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ǢÅÌÄ ÂÉÏÌÏÇÙȢ $ÉÓÃÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ  
ÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ  ÉÎÖÅÒÔÅÂÒÁÔÅÓȟ ǢÓÈȟ ÓÅÁÂÉÒÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÍÍÁÌÓ 

ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ "ÁÙ ÏÆ &ÕÎÄÙȢ 
/ÐÅÎ ÔÏ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ΧΫ ÔÏ Χή ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÌÄ 

*ÕÌÙ ίÔÈ ÔÏ  ΧΩÔÈȟ ΨΦΧή 

 
LƴǘǊƻ ǘƻ aŀǊƛƴŜ aŀƳƳŀƭǎ ϧ {ŜŀōƛǊŘǎ 
  

$ÉÓÃÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ ×ÈÁÌÅÓȟ ÐÏÒÐÏÉÓÅȟ ÓÅÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ   
ÓÅÁÂÉÒÄÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÉÖÅ ÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ "ÁÙ ÏÆ &ÕÎÄÙȢ 

/ÐÅÎ ÔÏ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ΧΫ ÔÏ Χή ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÌÄ  
*ÕÌÙ ΨΩÒÄ ÔÏ ΨέÔÈȟ ΨΦΧή 

 

!ƭƭ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ aŀǊƛƴŜ 
  

! ÈÁÎÄÓ-ÏÎ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÍÁÒÉÎÅ ÂÉÏÌÏÇÙȟ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ 
ÂÉÔ ÏÆ ÍÁÒÉÔÉÍÅ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȢ 

/ÐÅÎ ÔÏ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ Ǫ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȟ ΧΦ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÌÄ ÁÎÄ ÏÖÅÒ 
-ÁÙ ΨίÔÈ ÔÏ *ÕÎÅ ΧÓÔ ÏÒ !ÕÇÕÓÔ έÔÈ ÔÏ  ΧΦÔÈȟ ΨΦΧή 

 
Booking, price and early-bird discount information available at 
×××ȢÈÕÎÔÓÍÁÎÍÁÒÉÎÅȢÃÁ ÏÒ ɉΫΦάɊ ΫΨί-ΧΨΪΫȢ 
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About the Huntsman... 
The Huntsman Marine Science Centre is a not-for-profit facility in St. Andrews, 
N.B., dedicated to education, research and applied science. Thousands of      
students come to our campus each year, from elementary school to university 
level. We publish this newsletter specifically for teachers twice a year. If you 
have any marine biology questions, feature ideas, or things youõd like to see us 
cover, contact us at: 

(ÕÎÔÓÍÁÎ -ÁÒÉÎÅ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ #ÅÎÔÒÅ  
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Young Explorer Days for ages 5 to 11 are Wednesdays in 

July & August. Programs run 9:30am to 3pm. 

 

July 11 - Lobster Day   

 

July 18  - Microscopic Life Day 

  

July 25 - Shark Day   

 

August 1 - Sea Star Day  

 

August 8 - Seal Day 

 

August 15 - Whale Day 

 

August 22 - Seabird Day 

 

 

 

Young Explorer Marine Biology Week for ages 5 to 11.  

Program runs 9:30am to 3pm daily. 

 

July 30 to August 3 - Marine Biology Week 

 

 

 

Advanced Explorer Days for ages 11 to 15 are Thursdays in     

August. Programs run 9:30am to 3pm. 

 

August 2 - Sea Star Day  

 

August 9 - Seal Day 

 

August 16 - Whale Day 

 

August 23 - Seabird Day 
 

 

 

NOUVEAU - Les apr¯s-midi des jeunes explorateurs pour 

les jeunes ©g®s de 5 ¨ 11 ans sont donn®s les mardis 7 et 21 ao¾t, 

de 13h ¨ 15h. Ce programme sera donn® en fran­ais par un   

instructeur bilingue.  

 

Mardi le 7 ao¾t - Les phoques  

 

Mardi le 21 ao¾t - Les oiseaux marins 

 

This program will be taught in French by a bilingual instructor. 

 

 

 

Please register in advance for all programs by calling  

the Huntsman main desk (506) 529-1245 or emailing  

huntsman@huntsmanmarine.ca.  
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